
SOCIAL MEDIA 
• Spelling’s social media activity is family 
centered. 

• Her comments are about how she and her 
family are getting through their crisis. 

• She shares the mundane aspect of their 
lives and engages her audience with ques-
tions about her reality show True Tori. 

• Recently, she invited her followers to live 
chat with her while watching her show. 

• Dean is inactive on social media. After 
backlash from fans for being a bad father and 
husband he posted on Twitter he was done 
with social media. 

TRADITIONAL MEDIA
Bad news spreads fast. If the couple  does or 
says anything that may seem controversial, 
the media will cover it. 

• Spelling decided to revamp her social 
media accounts by dropping the McDermott 
name from her profiles to focus on promot-
ing her television series. The media quickly 
ran an article indicating her marriage was in 
trouble. 

• In October, Spelling  fell ill and posted a 
cryptic message that read, “I’ve learned 
that one person will never be there for me,” 
which lead everyone to believe she was re-
ferring to husband. The media reported this 
story and rumors flared that Spellings mar-
riage was coming to an end.

Spelling would later insinuate to the Today 
Show, she was referring to her mother. 

AUDIENCE RESPONSE
• Spelling’s audience is divided. Her loyal 
fans support her decision to stay with her 
husband and document their lives for the 
world to see. They thank her for having the 
courage to share her story.  Further, they 
defend Spelling from naysayers on social 
media. 

• The other half of her audience despise her 
for putting her children on camera. They 
question the authenticity of the show and 
describe her as “immature” and “mean.” 

• AUDIENCE RESPONSE:  Spelling and 
McDermott don’t respond to the negative 
comments from social media or tradition-
al media. Spelling engages in conversation 
most often, on her website and the Facebook 
platform. 
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